some schematic diagrams 


from 
The Text of Texts 
by 
Shaykh Haydar bin °Ali °Amiuli 


Shaykh °Amiili 8, said, “Most men are beasts and fourfooted animals 


“So open the eye of your heart that you may see the soul and the 
unseen. If you enter the realms of divine passion (‘ishq/3—*—c), you 
will see all horizons as a garden. Rise above all the people of this 
world by your intent and look around the heavens. The heart wants 
that which you see and that which your heart wants you shall see. 


“The heart will see its sun in every splitting of the atom. If you give 
everything you have with passion, then call me an unbeliever if you 
ever suffer loss in your desiring. If the soul burns up with the fire of 
passion, then you will see passion as the elixir of the soul. 


“Travel beyond the confines of this life and see the vastness of His 
kingdom beyond space. 


“Let your ear listen to what it has not heard and your eye see what it 
has not seen, until it leads you to where you see the One of the 
world and all the worlds. 


“Express your passion for the One from your heart and soul until 
you see Reality with the eye of certainty: 


“There is only One and nothing but Him, He is Alone and there is 
no god but Allah 2. an ox ; 
[He] saw the world as constituted by divine letters (“ilmu-l-hurif), a 
profound reversal of the tendency in mainstream Western philos- 
ophy to privilege the spoken over the written word, which has been 
termed logocentrism. In this alternative tradition the cosmos itself is 
nothing more or less than a text, spelled out by letters that are also 
understood as the basic phonetic units of the language. Even the 
oral command of Allah 3% “Be!” (kun /:———S) is interpreted as the 
enunciation of letter-phonemes that in turn generate further meta- 
physical marks. The written word is therefore not seen as posterior 
to spoken language, nor parasitic upon it, but is rather coeval with 
and inseparable from speech and from contingent being. 


Who was Shaykh Haydar bin °Ali °Amiili 43? 


Shaykh Haydar bin °Ali al-“Ubaydi °Amiili 3 (d. after 793/1391) 
was a versatile scholar who ultimately reconciled Shi‘ism’ and 
Sufism. He was an ‘Alawi and is the first °Imami scholar who, in 
spite of holding the status of marji‘iyyah in the Shi‘ah world, linked 
himself to a Sufi silsilah which reaches back to Bayazid Bastami 38 
and ultimately to Sayyidina ‘Ali +. He has given an account of his 
Sufi lineage in Kitab Nas an-Nusis, from which the following 
diagrams are taken, a commentary on Ibn al-‘Arabi’s 38 Fusus al- 
hikam. Shaykh Ahmad al-°Ahsa’i 38 calls him “the culminating point 
of knowledge and possessor of the capacity (quwwah) of kashf.” 

His major work in “irfan is Jami‘ al-’asrar wa manabi’-l-?anwar, 
in which he proved that the way of the Sufis was compatible with 
*Imami faith. The writing of this book brought about a radical 
change in his outlook, as a consequence of which he gave up his 
prejudice against Sunnis and embraced the way of the ‘urafa?. 


In his view the °Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt 3g% occupy the position 
of the spiritual leadership of both the Shi‘ah and the Stfis. He 
maintains that the Shi‘ah and the Siffs are closely related to each 
other, but are not fully aware of this. In order to prove his point he 
refers to the favourable views of the Shi°ah with regard to Sufis and 
the views of the Sufis supporting the Shi‘ah stand on various issues. 


He calls himself a ‘Shi‘ah Muhammadi’, a term which was recently 
modified by Ali Shariati, who claimed that Tashayyu* ‘Alawi and 
Tasanun Muhammadi were one and the same thing. With a view to 
bring the Sunnis closer to the Shi°ah, Sayyid Haydar °Amili 3&, 
following Ibn Maytham al-Bahrani, says that tabarra’ (154) does not 
mean vilifying the first three caliphs, but means emancipation of 
one’s self and renouncing the worldly attachments of individuated 
existence. Similarly, he reinterpreted the term tagiyyah (#—._4—), 
explaining that it meant abstaining from disclosing the Divine 
mysteries to the riffraff and hoi polloi. He made a great contribution 
to Shi‘ah-‘Irfani literature reinterpreting many ideas of ‘Amir al- 
Mu?’minin x, particularly his views on tawhid (+35). 

The influence of Sayyid Haydar °Amiuli g8, paved the way for a trad- 
ition embracing Sunnis and Shi‘ah of many different inclinations. 
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1a ta‘lamu nafsum-ma °ukhfiya lahum mifi qurrati °a°yunin; 
jazaa°am-bi-ma kant ya°maltin 
No soul knows 
what is hidden from them of that which will refresh their eyes; 


a reward for what they did. 
(Stratu-s-Sajdah 32:17) 
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